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fresh-cut blossoms. Close behind followed the
royal chariot drawn by six fiery steeds, the
postillions wearing scarlet livery.

King Harsha and the Raja of Assam were
covered with a blaze of diamonds, and as
they passed, the people cheered lustily. Five
hundred picked elephants arrayed in gaudy
trappings were led by grooms, and a squadron
formed of the noblest kshatriyas closed the
procession.

When all came to a standstill, the music
ceased playing, and a hush ran through the
expectant multitude. A youth holding a
golden salver in his hand approached the
Maha-Raja, and, on bended knee, presented a
costly vessel filled with water from the sacred
River Ganges. A dais erected for the Emperor-
King had been decorated with beautiful palms
and tasteful draperies, and darbha (sacrificial
grass) was strewn on the carpeted floor. . The
Priest-Cardinal, making a low obeisance, then
handed His Majesty the effigy of Buddha.
The monarch reverentially kissed the image of
his Lord, bathed it in the holy water, and
placed choice flowers and luscious fruit before
it, while the Court chaplains, in their flowing
yellow robes, moved round in measured step,
swinging sweet incense and chanting holy